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The Brown Act (California Government Code 54950), is an act of the California State Legislature, authored by
Assemblymember Ralph M. Brown and passed in 1953, that guarantees the public's right to attend and participate in
meetings of local legislative bodies.
 
Originally a 686-word statute, the Brown Act has grown substantially over the years through amendments by the
Legislature. It was enacted in response to mounting public concerns over informal, undisclosed meetings held by local
elected officials. Prior to its passage, city councils, county boards, and other local government bodies were avoiding
public scrutiny by holding secret "workshops" and "study sessions."
 
Every council member needs to know about the Brown Act.   The training provided by Kathryn Meola will explore the
intricacies of the complex act and learn how to apply the law. 
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